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is no limit to our progress in the century
ahead.
Bienvenidos. Welcome to America.

NoTe: The President spoke at 9:45 a.m. in the
Grand Foyer at the White House, where Presi-
dent Menem was accorded a formal welcome with
full military honors. The transcript made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of President Menem.

Statement on the 90th Anniversary
of the Canada-United States
Boundary Waters Treaty

January 11, 1999

Today the United States and Canada mark
the 90th anniversary of our Boundary Waters
Treaty, signed on January 11, 1909. | salute
the U.S.-Canada International Joint Com-
mission (1JC) established to implement the
treaty’s terms, meeting today in Ottawa. For
most of the 20th century, the 1JC has served
to prevent and resolve disputes over the use
of shared waters and to provide independent
advice on other transboundary environ-
mental issues. The excellent relationships we
have developed in dealing with the precious
air and water resources we hold in trust to-
gether reflect the success of the Commis-
sion’s efforts. From cleaning up the Great
Lakes to managing water levels and flows in
transboundary lakes and rivers, the Commis-
sion has come to serve as a global model for
international cooperation in the realm of
shared resources. More importantly, the 1JC
has improved the quality of life for Ameri-
cans and Canadians while preserving for fu-
ture generations the beauty and vitality of
our lakes and rivers.

Through its air quality monitoring and
international watershed initiatives, the Com-
mission is already confronting future envi-
ronmental challenges along our border. |
look forward to its continued success as the
United States and Canada extend their part-
nership into the 21st century.

Statement on the Nigerian Elections
January 11, 1999

I congratulate the people of Nigeria for
the strong turnout and orderly conduct of the

January 9th elections for State Governors and
assemblies. Although results from these elec-
tions have not yet been released, Nigeria
should be proud of its achievements to date
in conducting transparent and inclusive elec-
tions that are building the foundation for a
successful return to demaocratic, civilian gov-
ernment. | am pleased that the United States
is providing $5 million to support this effort.

These elections represent a critical step in
Nigeria’s transformation. Since June, Gen-
eral Abubakar, his government, and the peo-
ple of Nigeria have engaged in a sustained
and serious effort to rectify the abuses of the
past: political prisoners have been freed; on-
erous restrictions on labor unions have been
lifted; the empty positions on Nigeria’s Su-
preme Court have been filled; and a trans-
parent “Budget of Realism” has been an-
nounced by the government. I, and the peo-
ple of the United States, look forward to con-
tinuing to work with Nigeria to ensure that
these political and economic reform efforts
continue. And | hope that some day soon,
Nigeria will be able to resume its place as
a democratic leader in Africa.

Executive Order 13110—Nazi War
Criminal Records Interagency
Working Group

January 11, 1999

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the Nazi
War Crimes Disclosure Act (Public Law
105-246) (the “Act™), it is hereby ordered
as follows:

Section 1. Establishment of Working
Group. There is hereby established the Nazi
War Criminal Records Interagency Working
Group (Working Group). The function of the
Group shall be to locate, inventory, rec-
ommend for declassification, and make avail-
able to the public at the National Archives
and Records Administration all classified
Nazi war criminal records of the United
States, subject to certain designated excep-
tions as provided in the Act. The Working
Group shall coordinate with agencies and
take such actions as necessary to expedite the
release of such records to the public.



